ted | 14 S| 





) RECE 





AUSTRIAN IN FORMA : 


Published by the Information De, epartment of 


oo 








THE AUSTRIAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


509 FIFTH AVENUE @ NEW YORK 17,N.Y. 


@ TELEPHONE: MURRAY HILL 7-4766 





VOL. IV. NO. 21 


December 21, 1951 





DR. GRUBER TELLS AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT: ‘“‘AUS- 
TRIA WANTS PEACE’’. On December 6, 1951, ‘Austrian 
Foreign Minister Gruber made the following statement on 
foreign policy in reply to a speech from the floor of the 
Austrian Parliament by Communist deputy Emst Fischer, 
in the course of a special debate on foreign affairs during 
which the Communist deputy declared that the Austrian 
Govemment was contributing toward an increase in world 
political tension and making provocations toward the Soviet 
Union. Speaking on behalf of Austria’s coalition govem- 
ment, Dr. Karl Gruber said: ‘‘There is no doubt that the 
tensions gripping the world today are of a serious nature. 
Nor can there be any doubt that the efforts to increase 
armaments in the West have brought about various economic 
difficulties. A difficult situation has arisen because the 
West is trying to offset the obvious disproportion of forces 
and accomplish in two to three years that which took 
others seven years to achieve. I am fully convinced that 
Russia is much too great a power for anyone to drean of 
undertaking a military promenade to Russia — either 
today, when I have no doubt that the number of Soviet 
divisions is considerably larger than that of the Westem 
Powers, or tomorrow.’’ 

Tuming to the Communist deputy, Dr. Gruber continued: 
‘‘Of course the matter of peace is also our most ardent 
wish, for we know full well that this war, ‘regardless of 
where it might start, would represent a catastrophe for the 
world. But there is no doubt that the world will be able to 
live in a state of balance only if it is:not dependent upon 
the moods of a massed power of which you yourself have 
said that it was enormously great, so that it would indeed 
be a simple matter for it to assert itself in every dispute 
and in every conflict. What we want to prevent, above all, 
is that you, gentlemen, some day become the taskmasters 
of a foreign power in Austria, a position which you could 
never attain on the strength of the votes of the Austrian 
people.’’ 

In reply to the accusation that Austria was making 
preparations for war, the Austrian Foreign Minister stated: 
‘‘The assertion that Austrian troops form part of General 
Eisenhower’s command is pure invention. A recent com- 
plaint on the part of a Tyrolian group which contacted 
General Eisenhower’s Headquarters was referred to the 
War Ministry in Paris because the troops stationed in 
Austria do not belong to General Eisenhower’s sphere of 
military jurisdiction. What I should like to know, however, 


is: Are not the guns in the Easter Zone intended for the 
purpose of waging war? Do the guns in the Eastem Zone 
serve any other purpose than those in the West?’’ 

’ With regard to the question of Austria’s gendarmerie, 
Dr. Gruber pulled no punches when he said: ‘‘The deci- 
sion to expand Austria’s gendarmerie was not taken as a 
result of any secret agreement with the Western Powers. 
In fact, gentlemen, it was taken during the night when you 
(the Communists — Ed.) and your gangs seized the public 
offices of the State in Wiener Neustadt and were presump- 
tuous enough to play Government in Wiener Neustadt; and 
when 120 Austrian gendarmes went out into the night with 
the sole intent of protecting Austrian buildings, you 
mobilized the Russian occupation troops and many of the 
gendarmes retumed after having been beaten until their 
blood flowed. That is when the decision was made to 
place the gendarmerie in Austria on such a footing that 
it would be able to meet such challenges in the future. 
The expansion of the Austrian gendarmerie is fully covered 
by the Control Agreement.’’ 

With reference to the Austrian State Treaty, Dr. Gruber 
declared: ‘‘Now that the Communists have told us that the 
Soviet Union cannot sign the State Treaty until all world 
problems — from Indochina to California — are first settled, 
we too must look forward with pessimism to the new ses- 
sions on the Austrian State Treaty.’’ On the question of 
European unity, the Austrian Foreign Minister said: ‘‘To 
be sure, from a geographical point of view, the group that is 
meeting in Strasbourg today does not represent all of 
Europe, but it does represent that part of Europe which 
today is prepared to unite. Again you have presented a 
fully one-sided picture when you said that Austria wishes 
to forego her sovereignty in favor of this organization. 
There is a great difference between whether a nation is 
restricted in its sovereignty or whether all nations, in a 
free union, voluntarily agree to forego part of their 
sovereignty in order to assure a better economic life. 
Nothing is more characteristic than the fact that world 
Communism today opposes such a mission of national 
sovereignty on behalf of higher organizations and that’it 
has split away from modern progressive social evolution, 
as we understand that term. If you find that sovereignty 
is no obstacle to cultural exchange (with the East), then 
we believe that barbed wire is. We live in a serious, 
dangerous and critical era. Nevertheless, ‘I am optimistic 
that the world will find a way to travel a new road toward 
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intemational understanding. There are some signs of this. 
To be sure, we are still removed from the certainty that 
such a course will be adopted. When that day comes, J am 
convinced that many problems, which today are very dif- 
ficult, will be solved.’’ 


FIRST AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR TO UNITED STATES 
PRESENTS CREDENTIALS TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN. 
Following the agreement recently concluded between the 
Governments of the Republic of Austria and the United 
States raising their respective missions in Washington and 
Vienna to the status of Embassies, Dr. Ludwig Klein- 
waechter presented his credentials as first Austrian Ambas- 
sador to the U.S. to President Harry S. Truman on Wednesday, 
December 19, at 12:30 p.m. 

At this occasion, Dr. Kleinwaechter recalled that the 
unceasing efforts for the implementation of the Declara- 
tion of Moscow and the moral support accorded to Austria 
over all these years by the Government of the United 
States have greatly contributed to maintaining her spirit 
of liberty and independence despite the presence of the 
forces of the occupying powers on her soil. The present 
step, the Ambassador stated, means further progress on 
Austria’s arduous path to full sovereignty. 

Replying to the Ambassador’s remarks the President 
pointed out: ‘‘It is fitting that you who have served your 
country so long and faithfully should be selected by your 
Government for this distinction. The friendly spirit of 
cooperation which has marked your service as Austria’s 
first post-war Minister to the United States has been an 
important factor in the establishment and maintenance of 
cordial relations between our Governments since the close 
of the War. I am sure,’’ the President continued, ‘‘that 
this new relationship between our Governments which you 
have aptly described as further progress on Austria’s 
arduous path to full sovereignty will be symbolic of an 
enduring friendship between Austria and the UnitedStates’’. 
In concluding his remarks the President stated: ‘‘We in 
the United States pay tribute to the people of Austria for 
the brave struggle they have made and are continuing to 
make in the face of great odds to maintain the nation’s 
integrity. From our own experience in this country we know 
that freedom and independence sometimes do not come 
easily. The Government of the United States is in full 
sympathy with the desires and ambitions of Austria in 
this respect and will continue its policy of seeking inter- 
national agreement for the fulfilment of the pledge made 
in the Moscow Declaration of 1948 to restore to Austria, 
the first victim of Nazi aggression, full freedom and in- 
dependence.’’ 


MR. REBER CONFERS WITH AUSTRIAN LEADERS. 
Mr. Samuel Reber, United States Representative at and 
temporary chairman of the Big Four Deputies’ Conference 
for the Austrian State Treaty visited Vienna on December 
12 and 13 where he conferred with Federal Chancellor Dr. 
Leopold Figl and Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber on all 
problems connected with the Austrian Treaty. 


U.S. AND BRITISH AMBASSADORS PRESENT CREDEN- 
TIALS TO PRESIDENT KOERNER. Early in Dec. President 
Theodor Koerner of Austria received the British Minister to 
Austria, Sir Harold Caccia, who was recently named 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of his 
Majesty’s Government. Shortly thereafter Dr. Koerner re- 
ceived U.S. Minister Walter J. Donnelly, who was similarly 
elevated to the rank of Ambassador. The two diplomats pre- 
sented their new credentials to the Austrian Chief of State 
who is reported to have had a long and friendly talk with 
bo th. 


CHANCELLOR FIGL RECEIVES AMERICAN SENATORS. 
Early in December Chancellor Figl of Austria received 
U.S. Senators Allan J. Ellender and Milton R. Young, who 
were presented to him by the United States Ambassador 
to Austria, Walter J. Donnelly. Vice Chancellor Schaerf 
and Foreign Minister Gruber were also present. The two 
American Senators are members of the Senate’s Agriculture 
and Forestry Committee. The U.S. legislators discussed 
all problems affecting Austria with the Austrian cabinet 
mem bers. 


AUSTRIA RECOMMENDED FOR MEMBERSHIP IN 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE. On December 8, 1951, the Com- 
mittee for General Affairs of the Council of Europe ap- 
proved a recommendation for Austria’s admission to mem- 
bership in that body, which had the support of the French, 
Italian, German, Belgian, Dutch and Luxemburg delega- 
tions. If the recommendation is approved by a two-thirds 
majority of the Consultative Assembly, it will be forwarded 
to the Executive Committee of the Council of Europe for 
final decision. The recommendation states: ‘‘True De- 
mocracy exists in Austria and the country is a vital part 
of Europe. Austria has made a great contribution to the pro- 
pagation of culture and to the progress of Western civiliza- 
tion.’’ 


MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR HELMER REJECTS RE- 
MILITARIZATION CHARGES. In reply to charges of re- 
militarization made by a Communist deputy in the course 
of the debate on the budget in the Austrian Parliament, 
Minister of the Interior Helmer told the Austrian legislature 
on December 7: ‘‘Judicial and security conditions have 
improved considerably in Austria. The executive branch of 
government has become a good and reliable instrument of 
the Republic. I admit that this situation is not to the liking 
of various gentlemen in our country. Particularly not to 
that of the Leftist Bloc (Communist Party) which is not at 
all in agreement with this development. For months now, 
the Cominform press, both here and abroad, has been wag- 
ing an odious campaign about the so-called remilitariza- 
tion of Austria. To answer these spiteful charges in plain 
language is necessary, if for no other reason than to 
show our people how systematically our country is being 
slandered. It is true that the strength of the police and 
gendarmerie has been increased, as compared to 1937. 
The Allied occupation authorities were publicly informed 
of thisincrease in thestrength of the executiveorgans of the 
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state, and such action has met with their approval. It must 
be said right from the start that after the liberation of 
Austria the entire security apparatus had to be rebuilt 
from scratch, both from the personnel as well as the 
technical points of view, and this had to be done under 
conditions for which there is no parallel in the history of 
executive goverment in Austria. Another factor which 
required an increase in the strength of our security person- 
nel was the tremendous rise in crime. During the first few 
years, security conditions were in an extremely deplorable 
state. Serious crimes were an everyday occurrence both in 
the cities and in the country. In 1947 there were 274 cases 
of murder and manslaughter; in 1948 there were 227; in 1949 
there were 155 and in 1950 there were 101. In 1947 we had 
949 cases of armed assault and robbery; the corresponding 
figures for 1948, 1949 and 1950 were 447, 237 and 120 re- 
spectively. The number of unarmed robberies was 783 in 
1947, 747 in 1948, 360 in 1949 and 230 in 1950. In 1947 
there were 5,926 business burglaries; the number of such 
cases was 5,012 in 1948, 2,781 in 1949 and 2,264 in 1950. 
In comparison with these figures, we might well recall 
those for 1937 when there were 62 cases of murder and at- 
tempted murder and 57 cases of assault and robbery through- 
out the entire federal territory of Austria. Unfortunately, 
more than 1,230 gendarmerie troopers —that is, about 11% 
of the total force in 1951 — are currently serving under the 
orders of the occupation powers and performing guard duty. 
The Communist attacks, therefore, have no other purpose 
than to make Austria completely defenseless. But in this 
they shall never succeed. We are doing nothing which is 
contrary to the Control Agreement. But in order to be able 
to carry out that which the latter enjoins us to do — namely, 
to guarantee the security of the country and protect the 
people and the state — we shall avail ourselves of the 
rights and prerogatives granted us in the control Agreement 
down to the very last comma.’’ 


AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT PROTESTS SOVIET VIOLA- 
TION OF CONTROL AGREEMENT. On December 3 
Socialist Deputy Leopold Wolf (see AUSTRIAN INFORMA- 
TION bulletin IV/19 of November 17, 1951) was again de- 
tained by Russian officers during his return trip to Vienna. 
President Julius Raab of the Nationalrat, and Dr. Pitter- 
mann, spokesman for the Socialist faction in Parliament, 
addressed an urgent appeal to the Federal Government in 
which they termed the ‘‘detaining of a Deputy of Parlia- 
ment, who is travelling to or from the session of the na- 
tional legislature, a conscious attempt at intimidation and 
an attack against the democratic Constitution of Austria.’’ 
They told the Administration that they felt it was neces- 
sary that ‘‘such an attack be rejected with all the means at 
the disposal of the defenseless Austrian people.” In his 
reply Chancellor Figl said that his last protest note of 
November 8, 1951, had not yet been answered, but that he 
would ‘‘gladly avail himself of the opportunity to lodge 
another protest in pursuance of the protection of the im- 
munity of a member of the Chamber of Deputies.”’ 


AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT PROTESTS ALLIED MAIL 
CENSORSHIP. As reported in the AUSTRIAN INFORMA- 
TION bulletin (Vol. IV, No. 20), the Austrian Council of 
Ministers decided to lodge a formal protest against Allied 
mail censorship in Austria. On December 6, 1951, Chancel- 
lor Leopold Figl addressed a note to the Allied Council in 
the name of the Austrian Federal Government. The note 
stated: ‘‘Pursuant to the decisions adopted by the Allied 
Council in November and on December 18, 1945, the Aus- 
trian Government was ordered to set up an inter-Allied 
censorship apparatus. Without going into the question of 
whether and why this directive is still in force, I must im- 
press upon you that this institution (of censorship — Ed.) 
is undoubtedly contrary to the letter and spirit of the Con- 
trol Agreement of June 28, 1946. In this agreement the 
four occupation powers set themselves the mission of ex- 
tending the authority of the Austrian Government over the 
entire country without restrictions, of supporting it in the 
establishment of a sound, democratic way of life based on 
the adherence to law and order, and of eradicating all un- 
democratic principles. Censorship in Austria is exclusively 
performed according to the instructions of the occupation 
powers. In no way does it serve Austrian interests. On 
the contrary, it runs counter to them. This notwithstanding, 
it bears the designation ‘Austrian Censorship Agency’. In 
order to reflect in all clarity, in the eyes of the outside 
world as well, what the factual situation really is and in 
order to draw the attention of the Austrian people as well 
as that of those in other countries to this state of affairs, 
the Austrian Federal Government has issued instructions 
that the censorship agency shall henceforth be designated 
as ‘Allied Censorship Agency’, a name which is in keep- 
ing with the tmuth.”’ 
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TWENTY VIENNESE HOTELS STILL UNDER REQUISI- 
TION. According to a ‘‘Wirtschaftskorrespondenz’’ (Econo- 
mic News Service) release early in December, ‘there are 
still twenty hotels, with a total capacity of 2,125 beds, 
under requisition by the occupation powers in Vienna to- 
day. Of these, four are occupied by the Americans, one by 
the British, four by the French and eleven by the Russians. 
Negotiations are now in progress for a partial release of 
the Bristol Hotel. As a result of serious war damage, 
forty-two Vicunese hotels are still closed. Thanks to in- 
tense reconstruction activity, Vienna has again 231 hotels 
and 116 boarding-houses (with a combined total of 8,758 
beds) available for tourist accomodation. 
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SOVIET OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES SEIZE A.F.L. 
NEWSPAPER. Soviet occupation authorities in Austria, 
early in December, seized the entire Austrian edition of a 
publication by the American Federation of Labor. Seven 
hundred and thirty-two of the 800 copies of the German- 
language edition of the ‘‘International Free Trade Union 
News’’ were confiscated by the Russians. 


VICE CHANCELLOR SCHAERF ATTENDS INTERNA- 
TIONAL SOCIALIST CONFERENCE IN BRUSSELS. 
On December 14, 1951, Vice Chancellor Adolf Schaerf of 
Austria arrived in Brussels to attend, as representative of 
the Austrian Socialist Party, a three-day session of the 
General Council of the Socialist International. In addition 
to other political and economic problems, the conference 
also discussed a fundamental outline of the Socialist In- 
ternational’s peace policy and a world program for mutual 
aid which was formulated during a conference of experts 
on the problems of underdeveloped areas recently held in 
Vienna. 


LEAGUE OF INDEPENDENTS HOLDS NATIONAL CON- 
VENTION. The League of Independents held its national 
convention in Salzburg early in December. In the elections 
for the party’s national chairman, Dr. Herbert A. Kraus 
was re-elected by 85 to 60 votes. It was the party’s first 
meeting at which official representatives from Germany 
were present. The convention adopted a resolution. which 
contained an appeal to the occupation powers finally ‘‘to 
agree on the State Treaty and, until such time as they do, 
to grant Austria various alleviations, refrain from inter- 
fering with her administration of justice, and desist from 
any intereference with Austria’s civil administration and 
with the property rights of Austrian citizens.’’ 


AUSTRIA DISCUSSES LABOR EXCHANGE WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES. Negotiations were recently initiated for the 
conclusion of labor contracts and an exchange of workers 
between Austria and such countries as Germany, France, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Sweden, Italy, Great Britain and 
Switzerland. The talks with Germany led to an agreement 
whereby German citizens who were residents of Austria on 
January 1, 1951, shall be entitled to accept any kind of 
_ employment. The same rights were extended to Austrians 
living in Germany. 


AUSTRIAN UNEMPLOYMENT INCREASES. It was re- 
cently announced that the number of unemployed in Austria 
at the end of November 1951 amounted to 91,631 (46,764 
men and 44,867 women). Compared to the situation at the 
end of October 1951, this represents an increase of 20,888 
(16,185 men and 4,703 women), or 29.5%. The seasonal de- 
cline in employment in the construction industry was, 
however, relatively slight in view of good weather condi- 
tions. The level of employment in the other economic 
fields was generally satisfactory. The favorable employ- 
ment situation accounted for the fact that the level of un- 
employment was lower, by 26,734 persons or 22.6%, than 
during the same period last year. 


COMMUNIST STRIKE ATTEMPTS CONDEMNED BY 
AUSTRIAN LABOR. Early in December the Austrian 
Communists instigated a number of short-lived strikes in 
the Styrian iron-ore region (Erzberg) and in the Soviet- 
controlled USIA plant of Hofherr-Schrantz for the purpose 
of upsetting the recently-launched price roll-back cam- 
paign. In its comment on these strikes the Austrian Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions stated: ‘‘A peaceful economic and 
political development would be the grave of theCommunists’ 
hopes and that is why they are trying to torpedo thepolicy 
of the Austrian Federation of Trade Unions by demanding 
an interim payment (400 schillings before Christmas) which, 
if granted in addition to the Christmas bonuses, would 
jeopardize the price rollback campaign and unavoidably 
lead to new price increases.’’ The Federation appealed 
to the workers and employees of Austria not to listen to 
the pernicious slogans of the Communist Party. 


STUDY TRIP OF AUSTRIAN INDUSTRIALISTS IN THE 
UNITED STATES. A group of nineteen Austrian indus- 
trialists under the direction of Dr. Boeck-Greissau, Execu- 
tive Vice-President of the Austrian Association of Indus- 
trialists, completed a three-week study trip through the 
United States early in December. During the first part of 
this study trip the ECA and the National Management 
Council gave the members of the Austrian as well as the 
other European industrial delegations the opportunity to 
gain first-hand knowledge of the prmblems of United 
States production and of the methods for raising American 
industrial productivity in various branches of industry. The 
foreign industrialists obtained such information in the 
course of their visits to numerous American plants in some 
twenty states of the Union. At the completion of their tour 
the Austrian delegates, together with industrialists from 
eighteen other European countries, attended the working 
sessions and discussion meetings of the first Intemational 
Conference of Industrialists, which the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers sponsored in New York from Decem- 
ber 3 to 5. 

At the panel discussion on production policy, which 
was held within the framework of the Congress, ‘the leader 
of the Austrian delegation, Dr. Boeck-Greissau, delivered 
an address in which he paid tribute to the epoch-making 
progress and leading role of the United States in the field 
of productivity expansion, ‘but in which he also explicitly 
stressed that not all American methods designed to in- 
crease production could be mechanically applied in Europe, 
for Europe at the present time lacked a number of essential 
economic prerequisites, such as a unifom mass market, a 
smooth and regular supply of raw materials and the avail- 
ability of cheap investment capital. In this connection, 
Dr. Boeck-Greissau described the additional difficulties 
resulting from the unique geographical and political situa- 
tion in Austria. He specifically pointed out that persistent 
bottlenecks and irregularities in the supply of raw materials 
in Austria would, in the long mun, have to give rise to 
serious economic and social consequences, all the more 
so since in Austria there was no possibility of converting 
part of the country’s production potential and its labor 
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force to an economy based on the production of armaments. 
In closing, Dr. Boeck-Greissau said that any further in- 
crease in Austrian production depended to a very large 
extent on the availability of investment capital. 

During the panel discussion on employee relations 
policies, at which Dr. Franz Mayer-Gunthof, : Executive 
Director of the Voeslauer Kammgarnfabrik, acted as chair- 
man, Dr. Emil Weinberger of the Sulzau-Werfen Iron Works 
said that he felt he could not pass under silence the fact 
that the collaboration of the middle class and Socialist 
parties at the Government level in Austria has been a very 
important factor in largety maintaining peaceful management- 
labor relations and political stabilityin the country. Itmight 
be emphasized in this connection that since 1945 the Com- 
munist Party in Austria has been unable to obtain more 
than five per cent of the national vote in any elections 
held since that year and that, in spite of the exigencies of 
the present age and the unfavorable economic conditions 
which characterize it, it has been possible to maintain in- 
dustrial peace and avoid major strikes for the past seven 
years. Thereceptiveness of Austrian employers to the social 
needs of the day, and the very effective work of the labor 
unions along these lines, have made Austria one of those 
countries in which wage earmers are legally guaranteed a 
maximum of social rights and social security in addition 
to other assistance granted voluntarily. 

During their study trip through the United States, 
which also included a visit of the federal capital Wash- 
ington, the Austrian industrialists had the opportunity to 
hold extensive talks with many leading personalities in 
American economic life as well as with important officials 
of the United States Govemment, ‘such as Assistant Secre- 
tary of State James Webb and Charles ‘Wilson, head of the 
Office of Defense Mobilization. Through their contacts 
with the press and radio they were able to inform the Ameri- 
can public of the urgent problems and needs of Austria’s 
economy. 

Official receptions were given in honor of the Austrian 
industrial delegation by Dr. Ludwig Kleinwaechter, the Aus- 
trian Envoy in Washington, and by Dr. Franz Helmut Leit- 
ner, the Acting Austrian Consul General in New York. In 
Washington the reception was attended by prominent re- 
presentatives of U.S. Government agencies, including the 
Economic Cooperation Administration, and in New York it 
was attended by leading personalities of American indus- 
try and business. On the occasion of a receptionorganized 
by the U.S. Austrian Chamber of Commerce in New 
York, the visiting industrialists were greeted by the New 
York Director of the U.S. Department of Commerce, John 
McKiernan, and by Eldridge Haynes, President of the 
National Management Council. 

The exchange of views and experiences on questions 
of production and other industrial management problems, 
which was one of the results of this study trip of European 
industrialists to the United States, is to be systematically 
continued after the retum of the delegations to their re 
spective countries, and plans have been discussed for a 
second International Conference of Industrialists to be held 
in Europe some time in the next few years. 


Before leaving this country for their retum trip, the 
members of the Austrian delegation expressed great satis- 
faction at the impressions they gained in America in the 
course of their study trip. They paid particular tribute to 
the frankness and openness with which their American 
colleagues afforded them an extensive insight into Amen- 
can production conditions and techniques. 


SIZE OF AUSTRIA’S INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES. One 
tenth of Austria’s industrial enterprises (excluding saw 
mills; electricity, gas and water works; central adminis- 
trations of large enterprises; and enterprises not yet in 
production) are employing fewer than six persons; more 
than 60% are employing fewer than 50. Less than 4%ofall 
industrial enterprises have more than 500 persons on their 
payroll, but taken together they employ 40% of all the 
workers and employees. On the other hand, the small 
enterprises with up to 50 employees or workers account 
for less than one eighth of all the workers and employees. 
The table below gives a breakdown of 4;202 manufacturing 
enterprises with a total of 453,126 employees and workers, 
The figures have been chosen from the March, 1951, 
statistics in order to eliminate seasonal influences as 
much as possible. 


Persons 


No. of persons Enterprises employed Average No. of 





employed actual No. % actual No. % persons employed 
l- 5° 398 9.46 1,107 0.24 2.8 
6- 20 1,054 25.08 13,681 3.02 12.9 
21- 50 1,170 27.87 38,969 8.59 33.3 
51- 100 676 16.09 47,953 10.57 70.8 
101- 250 522 12.41 80,210 17.71 153.6 
251- 500 217 5.16 76,222 16.83 351.7 
501-1000 105 2.50 73,527 16.24 700.8 
more than 60 1.43 121,457 26.80 2,024.3 
1000 
4,202 100.00 453,126 100.00 107.7 


The largest individual group of enterprises is that which 
represents firms employing between 21 and 50 workers and 
employees. Only a little smaller is the group of small 
enterprises with between 6 and 20 employees. As to the 
total number of persons employed, ‘the 60 big enterprises 
with more than 1,000 on their payroll lead by a wide margin 
the next most important groups of those between 101 and 
250, 251 and 500 and 501 and 1,000 employees respectively. 


AUSTRIAN INDUSTRIES ACHIEVE NEW PRODUCTION 
RECORDS. The manufacture of fuel-injection pumps for 
Diesel engines reached a new record of 2,644 units in 
June 1951. The previous highest figure was that for May 
1950, when 2,268 pumps were completed. The manufacture 
of ball bearings is also likely to hit a new record this year. 
In August 1951, 456,000 units were produced. Should this 
monthly figure be more or less maintained to the end of the 
year, the total output for 1951 would then pass the 5 
million mark, compared with 4,400,000 units in 1950. 
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U.S. EXPERTS ARRIVE IN AUSTRIA TO SURVEY TEX- 
TILE INDUSTRY. At the beginning of December three 
American textile experts — Messrs. Skipper, Stoker and 
Schwartz — arrived in Feldkirch, Austria, at the invitation 
of the Austrian Textile Association. They will make a 
survey of the production situation in the Austrian textile 
industry, in conjunction with the Austrian Productivity 
Center. The ECA’s Technical Assistance Program is 
sharing the cost of this survey, during which the American 
experts will visit the major mills of the Vorarlberg before 
leaving for Vienna where they will hold their final con- 
sultations. 


AUSTRIA TO RECEIVE 300,000 TONS OF U.S. GRAIN. 
At the beginning of December the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture announced the next four months’ schedule of ex- 
ports of bread grain, coarse grain and oil seed. Of the 
total volume of 1,700,000 tons expected to be exported 
during this period, Austria will receive 30,000 tons of 
bread grain and 30,000 tons of coarse grain in December, 
60,000 tons of bread grain and 45,000 tons of coarse grain 
in January, 50,000 tons of bread grain and 20,000 tons of 
coarse grain in February, and 50,000 tons of bread grain 
and 20,000 tons of coarse grain in March — a total of 190, 
000 tons of bread grain and 115,000 tons of coarse grain 
for the next four months. 


MODERNIZATION OF AUSTRIA'’S PAPER AND CELLU- 
LOSE INDUSTRY. Early in December Mr. Clarence E. 
Meyer, Chief of the ECA Mission in Austria, accompanied 
by members of the Austrian Federal Government, visited 
various paper mills and cellulose plants in Styria in order 
to obtain first-hand information on the state of the invest- 
ment program in these industries. When the program was 
originally drawn up the total investment figure ran to one 
billion schillings. The ERP Central Agency agreed to a 
credit requirement of 635,000,000 schillings and has so 
far released 507,000,000 through the ECA. But as a result 
of manifold cost increases, the credit requirements for all 
proje cts had to be raised to 1,388,000,000 schillings. Com- 
pletion of the program will still require at least 220,000, 
000 schillings. Once completed, the program is expected to 
result in the following production increases (expressed in 
tons), as compared to the year 1949: Paper — 350,000 (224, 
000); cellulose — 330,000 (207,000); wood pulp — 112,000 
(82,000); hand- and machine-made cardboard — 85,000 
(53,000). In 1950 the total exports of the paper and cellu- 
lose industry amounted to some $34,000,000; after com- 
pletion of the program, these are expected to reach a value 
of $90,000,000. The period of amortization for the invest- 
ments, which will be completed in 1953, has tentatively 
been fixed at 15 years. 


AUSTRIAN CARDBOARD OUTPUT DOUBLED. A new 
plant for the production of cardboard has recently been set 
up at Frohnleiten, Styria (Brit. Zone), with an annual 
capacity of 18,000 tons. Since Austria’s total output of 
cardboard has not so far exceeded 16,000 tons per year, 
a doubling of the national production figure can be ex- 
pected in 1952. 


CARBON ENRICHING PROCESS FOR GRAPHITE. The 
head of the Austrian Technical Museum in Vienna, Pro- 
fessor Dr. Nagler, ‘has developed a method by which the 
carbon content of Austrian graphites can be enriched to 
the extent of making them suitable for the manufacture of 
lead pencils. This process has been patented, and an 
Austrian firm is planning to apply it at a graphite mill in 
1952. 


AUSTRIA’S FOREIGN TRADE IN OCTOBER 1951. Ac- 
cording to preliminary figures, Austria’s imports in October 
1951 have risen to 1,166,000,000 schillings, as compared 
to 1,045,000,000 schillings in September 1951. Commercial 
imports amounted to 998,000,000 schillings (882,000,000 in 
September 1951), with ERP imports remaining almost un- 
changed at 168,000,000 schillings (163,000,000 in Sept.). 
Exports totalled 825,000,000 schillings and reflected a de- 
crease (850,000,000 in September). The adverse balance 
of commercial trade in October amounted to 173,000,000 
schillings as compared to 32,000,000 in September 1951. 


AUSTRIAN NATIONAL BANK RAISES BANK RATE FROM 
3.5 T0 5%. At its meeting of December 5, 1951, the Board 
of Directors of the Austrian National Bank voted to in- 
crease the interest rate for the discount of drafts (with the 
exception of reconstruction drafts), vouchers and securi- 
ties from 3.5 to 5 per cent as of December 6, 1951. The 
new rate will also be applied in collateral loan transac- 
tions. By this measure, which became imperative in view 
of the constantly increasing credit demands made upon the 
National Bank, Austria has now joined the large number 
of countries which back in the summer of 1950 were already 
compelled to increase the interest rate in order to protect 
their national currency. The increase in the bank rate, 
together with earlier credit-control measures, is intended 
to stabilize the value of the Austrian currency, ‘support 
the price-reduction program and stimulate savings by the 
resulting increase in the interest rate paid on deposits in 
credit institutions. With this financial policy measure the 
discount rate acquires particular significance for the 
first time since the war as an instrument of policy of the 
bank of issue. (The last time the bank rate was changed 
in Austria was in July 1935.) The change in the interest 
rate is primarily directed against an inflationary extension 
of credit, and thus supplements the credit agreement con- 
cluded in April and October 1951 between the Austrian 
Ministry of Finance, the Austrian National Bank and the 
leading credit institutions, and the restrictions imposed 
by the bank of issue on the refinancing assistance extended 
to imports. 


BUILDING JOINT AUSTRO-BAVARIAN POWER STATION. 
Work on the joint Austro-Bavarian hydro-electric power 
station at Braunau-Simbach on the Inn, which began in the 
summer of 1950, is so far advanced that the concrete- 
pouring for the first weir base has already started. The 
station is due to be completed in 1953. This first joint 
Austro-German power plant at Braunau-Simbach, on both 
sides of the frontier formed by the river Inn, is being con- 
structed by the ‘‘Oesterreichisch-bayrische Kraftwerke 
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A.G.’’ It is to have an annual output of 500,000,000 KWH. 
Building costs and the electric power produced are to be 
divided on a fifty-fifty basis between the two countries. 
The dams on either side will be ten miles long and, in 
places, 36 ft. high. Altogether some 110 million cubic 
feet of earth will have to be excavated. For this work, 
some of the most up-to-date American broaching machines 
are to be used. 


DR. JACQUES FREUNDLICH, NOTED JURIST, DIES. 
Dr. Jacques Freundlich, for many years a President of the 
Austrian Labor Bank and a former member of the Austrian 
Constitutional Court (the highest court in Austria), died 
in Zurich on November 9, 1951, at the age of seventy- 
seven, after a long and serious illness. Dr. Freundlich, 
who was one of Austria’s most respected jurists and who 
had been close to the labor movement during his whole life, 
left Austria in 1938. He lived in Paris and later in New 
York, where his activities contributed considerably to 
alleviating the lot of Austrian refugees. When he returned 
to Europe about a year ago, the Academic Senate of the 
University of Vienna acceded to a proposal by the Board 
of Professors of the faculties of law and political science 
that Dr. Freundlich’s doctorate be solemnly renewed on 
the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the day when, as 
a young man, he received his doctor’s degree in both fields. 


AUSTRIAN ORCHESTRA PLAYS FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
ITALIAN FLOOD VICTIMS. The orchestra of the Salzburg 
Mozarteum recently played Mozart’s ‘‘Kleine Nachtmusik’’ 
at the Cremona Theater in Italy for the benefit of Italy’s 
flood victims. 


NEW VERSION OF JOHANN STRAUSS OPERETTA. At 
the end of November 1951 a new version of the operetta 
‘*Prinz Methusalem’’ (Prince Methuselah), to which a 
number of other Strauss melodies and waltzes has been 
added, was performed for the first time in Graz, Styria, 
under the title ‘‘Ballnacht in Florenz’’(A Ballin Florence). 
The libretto was entirely rewritten by Edwin Burmester. 


MODERN AUSTRIAN ARTISTS EXHIBIT ABROAD, Ernst 


Fuchs, a member of the Art Club, is having a number of 
his pen drawings and etchings exhibited at the ‘‘Galerie 
Rue de la Seine’’ in Paris during November and December. 
In spite of his youth (born in 1930), he has already made a 
name for himself. Both the ‘‘Albertina’’ collection and the 
Academy of Art in Vienna have acquired a number of his 
works. Another member of the Art Club, Rudolf Hoflehner, 
from Linz, Upper Austria (born in 1916), has had 37 of his 
works exhibited at the ‘‘Galerie d’Art Modeme’”’ in Basel, 
in October. Hoflehner is noted for his original way of using 
all kinds of material such as bast, barks, wood and mushes. 


FRANZ HORCH DIES. Franz J. Horch, literary agent and 
former stage director died of a heart attack on Friday 
December 14, at his New York home. He was 51 years old. 
Mr. Horch was born in Vienna and a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Vienna. He was associated with the late Max 
Reinhardt in a number of theater and screen productions in 
Vienna and Berlin from 1925 until 1936. He came to New 


York in 1938 as a political refugee, and specialized in 
handling foreign rights for American and European writers. 
Among his clients were James Hilton, Edna Ferber, Upton 
Sinclair, John Dos Passos, Thomas Mann, Franz Werfel 
and Ferenc Molnar. 


OSKAR LASKE DIES. The intemationally known Viennese 
painter Oskar Laske died in Vienna on November 30, 1951, 
at the age of seventy-eight. Professor Laske, a native of 
Vienna, was an artist of unusual originality. He had 
originally studied architecture, but his particular talents 
led him to embrace painting and the graphic arts where he 
could give free reign to his inexhaustible phantasy. 


SALZBURG MARIONETTE THEATER'S ONLY PER- 
FORMANCE IN NEW YORK. our readers are remitided 
that the only public evening performance of the Salzburg 
Marionette Theater in New York will take place on Friday, 
December 28 at 8:30 p.m. in Town Hall. The program will 
consist of ‘‘Bastien and Bastienne’’, ‘‘Eine Kleine Nacht- 
musik,’’ ‘‘The Dying Swan,’’ and ‘‘Mozart’s Visit to the 
Empress.’’ On Saturday, December 29, the famed group 
will present three children’s performances at 10:30 a.m., 
1:40 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. 


NEW AUSTRIAN FILMS. The ‘’Vindobona-Filmgesell- 
schaft’’ in Vienna recently completed the comic thriller 
‘(Der blaue Stern des Suedens’’ (The Blue Star of the 
South.) It will be shown for the first time in both Vienna 
and Munich towards the end of the year. The film was 
directed by Wolfgang Liebeneiner with the leading part 
being played by the Austrian actress Grete Schoerg. 
Friedrich Torberg, the Viennese novelist, has completed 
the libretto for the film ‘‘Dem Himmel gegeben’’ (Given to 
Heaven) based on the novel ‘‘Turris ebumea’’ by Rodolfo 
Fonseca. It is to be produced by the ‘‘Helios — Filmgesell- 
schaft’’ under the direction of Gustav Ucicky. Shooting 
is to start in Vienna in January 1952. Early next year the 
‘*Dillenz Filmproduktion’’ of Vienna intends to start work 
on a film to be entitled ‘‘Die Magd von St. Raphael’’ (The 
Maid of St. Raphael), under the direction of the well-known 
Viennese actor-author Hans Jaray. The libretto was pre- 
pared by Hans Jaray and Franz Tassie. The picture will be 
filmed in Gevacolor. The same company plans to produce a 
color film version of the ‘‘Verschwender’’ (The Spend- 
thrift) by Ferdinand Raimund in 1952 — and thus bring this 
most famous of Vienna’s popular plays to the screen. The 
first showing of the Austrian Alpine film ‘‘Nacht am 
Montblanc’’ (Night on the Mont Blanc), with Dagmar Rom, 
the Austrian ski champion, in the leading part, took place 
at Innsbruck recently. 


AMERICAN PREMIERE OF THE FILM ‘“‘THE ANGEL 
WITH THE TRUMPET"’. On December 20 the 68th Street 
Playhouse in New York City presented the opening per- 
formance of the Karl Hartl film production ‘‘The Angel 
with the Trumpet’’, which is based on a novel of the same 
name by the well-known Austrian writer Ernst Lothar. 
The English version of this motion picture, which, in the 
original German version, was a big box-office success in 
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both Austria and Germany, was produced by Sir Alexander Feb. 17 Klagenfurt — Provincial Champion- 
Korda for London Films and is now being released in the ship Jump 
United States through Snader Productions. The title role Feb. 24 Kirchberg-Kitzbuehel-St. Johann— 
is played by the English actress Eileen Herlie. Anton Ski Jump 
Edthofer portrays the part of Emperor Franz Joseph. March 9 Alpbach — Giant Slalom 
March 13-16 Mitterndorf — Ski Gliding on the Kulm 
Jump 
AUSTRIAN CALENDAR OF MAIN WINTER March 15-16 St. Anton am Arlberg—Fourth Hannes 
SPORT EVENTS — 1951-52 Schneider Trophy Race 
March 16 Innsbruck-Seegrube — Giant Slalom 
CHRISTMAS — Official opening of the winter sport season: March 16-26 Obergurgl — Intemational Junior Camp 
March 22-23 Mariazell — Nordic Spring Ski Competi- 
Dec. 30 — Jan. 1 Murau — Jumping and Nordic combina- tion 
tions March 30 Kitzbuehel — Steinbergkogel Giant 
Jan. 5-6 Lech-am- Arlberg — Westernpokal Race Slalom 
Jan. 11-13 Seefeld — All-Austria Provincial Ski April 6 Zuers am Arlberg — Zuersersee Giant 
Meet Slalom 
Jan. 13 Innsbruck — Berg Isel Jump April 12-13 Puchberg am Schneeberg — Three 
Jan. 17-20 Kitzbuehel — /ntemational Winter Giant Race 
Sport Week April 19-20 Arthurhaus-Mitterbergalpe — May Ski 
Jan. 18-20 Badgastein — /nternational Winter Races 
Sport Week April 27 Ramsau — Edelgries Race 
Jan. 23-27 Semmering — Austrian Ski May 1 Radstaedter Tauern — Zehnerkar 
Championships Race 
Feb. 2-3 Schladming — Hans Derkogner Beginning of June Heiligenblut, Franz-Josefhoehe — 
Memorial Race Grossglockner Glacier Ski Race, 
Feb. 9-10 Admont — Vorgrinez Memorial Race Grossglockner 
AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
Published by the Information Departmext of reuse 


THE AUSTRIAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


SOO FIFTH AVENUE @ NEW YORK 17.N.Y. @ TELEPHONE: MURRAY HILL 7-4766 



















piontene af Honte : 





4{ecoults 


s 





tte Ve 




















